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In 1899, Muraviev, the Russian Minister of Foreign
Affairs, uneasy at the rapid growth of German activity in
Turkey and the beneficial effect which it might have upon
the Sick Man's health, spoke bluntly to the German Am-
bassador about Russia's "exclusive claim to Constantino-
ple"; and added, "Already the Tsar's Government must now
have a watchful eye that no other Power assumes a domi-
nating position on the Bosphorus."15 He then tried to bluff
Germany "into signing a written agreement guaranteeing
the Bosphorus to Russia; he threatened that he would come
to an understanding with England, if Germany refused.
But Btilow preferred to adhere to Germany's traditional
policy of declaring that Germany did not oppose Russia's
aspirations at the Straits (because he felt sure that Eng-
land would still do so); but he was unwilling to put any-
thing into writing, for fear that Russia might reveal
it to England, and thus endanger Anglo-German good
relations.16
In 1900 Muraviev drew up a long secret memorandum,
for discussion by the army and navy authorities, in which
he urged the preparation of measures by which Russia
might at any given moment take possession of the shores of
the Bosphorus; and the Sultan must be prevented from
doing anything which would strengthen his position on the
Straits.17
On March 1,1903, General Kuropatkin, the Minister of
War, n6ted in his diary:
I told Witte that our Tsar has grandiose plans in his
head: to capture Manchuria for Russia, and to annex Korea.
He is dreaming also of bringing Tibet under his dominion.
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